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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference(s) hsted on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, 
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

^ 1 . This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months after 
the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, 
but before the mailing date of a Final Rejection, Notice of Allowance or other action that 
closes prosecution (e.g., Quayle Action). 

13 a. I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this 

Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR 
§1.97(e)(l). 

^ 2. One or more reference cited herein was cited in a counterpart foreign application. 
An English language version of the foreign Office Action is attached for the Examiner's 
information. See References 4-7. 



3 . In accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .98(a)(2)(ii), copies of any U.S. patents and patent 
application publications are not attached. 



Application No. 10/015,611 



4. An English language Abstract of one or more non-English language reference is 
attached hereto. See Reference 4. 

1^ 5. References 1-3 correspond to references 4-6. resnectivelv. 



Respectfully submitted, 




James A. Otiff 
Registration No. 27,075 

Jori B. Krischke 
Registration No. 57.349 

JAO:JBK/rav 

Date: January 9, 2007 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
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ATTY DOCKET NO. 
111482 



APPUCATKINNO. 
10/015,611 



AFPUCANIXS) 
Yuki SASAKI etal. 



FILING DATE 
December 17,2001 



GROUP 
1617 



u. 


S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Document Number 


Date 


Name 




1 


6,503.983 


1/7/2003 


MORRISON etal. 




2 


6^76.623 


6/10^003 


NAKANISmetaL 




3 


3^59.069 


1/12/1999 


YANACn^A 










































FORI 


JGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 

Initials 


Cite 
No. 


Document Numbo: 


Dme 


Country 


With 
&iglish 
Abstract 


With 
English 
Translation 




4 


DE197 3S225A1 


2/18/1999 


GERMANY 


X 






5 


EP 1 072 627 Bl 


1/31/2001 


EUROPE 








6 


BP 0 834 305 Bl 


4/8/1998 


EUROPE 



































OTHER DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials 



ate 
Na 



(Including Author, Htle, Date, Poltnent Pages, etc.) 



English translatioa of Oerman Office Action. 



DATE CONSIDERED 



biitial if citation considerBd, MtAiedier or not citation is in confinmance widi M.P.EJ>. 609; draw line fhrough citation if not in conformance 
and not considered, liclude copyof fliis fbrm widtiteartcgnmainicatiwitaaipplicaat 



Date: January 9. 2007 



